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INTRODUCTION
Wetlands are an invaluable component of the environment; biodiversity and the predominant land feature of Bangladesh. About half (7-8 million hectares) of the area of the country can be considered as wetlands (Byomkesh et al., 2009) . The Ganges-Brahmaputra floodplain alone, an estimated 2.1 million hectares of wetlands have been lost to flood control, drainage and irrigation development (Islam, 2016) . The main Wetland comprises different types of earth features named, basically Bengal Name-Khal, River, Haor (multiple natural depression), Beel (single natural depression, where water retention is generally common throughout the year), Char lands, Pond (Islam, 2010) .
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providing resources like fisheries, agriculture and other bio-species. The southwest Bangladesh generally comprises districts of Satkhira, Khulna, Bagerhat, southern part of Jessore and sometimes Narail. General characteristics of the region are-Tidal flood plain land, Natural linkage within the rivers and other wetlands that show the almost proper natural drainage system, Soil and water are more saline. Very close to the sea (Bay of Bengal) and very lower means sea level. According to the Population Census of 2011, published by the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, the districts of Bagerhat, Khulna and Satkhira, Jessore and Narail (Table1) having 41 Thanas (Police Stations) including 5 metropolitan thanas, again subdivided into 347 unions and a total population of 9,266,791 inhibits a total area 15,745.78 square kilometres (Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics, 2012). General characteristics of the region are: 
. Beels of the Region
This is the land feature, mainly enclosed by two or more riverbanks (creation of high land through siltation at the banks during it flows). Most of the Beels of southwest Bangladesh produce rice, jute, fish and other agricultural products (Tutu, 2004) . There are 67 Beels in the southwest Bangladesh. The table belongs to the areas of the beels (information that has been collected as far as possible), total area 348.1 sq. mile. The Beels that are still now producing fish, crops and being engaging various economic activities . Most of the beels produce rice or fish ( Figure   1 ). The highest frequency of beels is found in Debhata, Kaliganj, Sathkhira but in context of the boundary Dumuria/Daulatpur Thana of Khulna Districts comprises the largest area (Awal, 2014 Beels reserve water all the year round; most of the beels are water logged for the period of 6-7 months (about half of the year). 3, affected or directly hampered 11, partially or indirectly affected 21 and the rivers are not under threats 3.
Bhairab, Shailmari (both upper and lower) river are most important for draining the water as well as managing the irrigation activities. Beel Dakatia deserves the continuous flows of those rivers for the agricultural productions and sustainable environment.
Figure-2. Rivers of Southwest Coastal Bangladesh
Source: Awal (2014) .
WETLAND MANAGEMENT SCENARIO OF SOUTHWEST BANGLADESH
In the early decades, nature manages its resources through its natural process. Explosion of population, different development activities have been demanding more resources and facilities as well as the basic needs like badly needed services land, food and shelter. As the property, especially land property (wetlands) was not solely owned by the government regulations; it was very critical and complex job for managing wetland. Historically, local people or a community would initiate to trap the rain or flood as well as seasonal monsoon water with mud dams (embankments). Then the preserved water was very important for the irrigation for agriculture and fisheries (Rahman, 1995) . People actually used to construct cross dams during late rainy season or early winter (month of October) to protect the paddy and demolish the dams after gathering the crops from the water body (Beel) during rainy season (month of June) to make sure the water flows freely to make the tidal water land elevated with the help of silt. This annual (managing wetland for 8 months of a year with) construction and demolition of cross dams was more familiar with the local people that were not possible to handle for a man only. For this, the community people mange the systems all together.
International Financial Institutions (IFI) Projects
Sustainable wetland management comprises almost all management practices of its resources like water, fisheries, agriculture and any other species of the boundary. For managing as well as conserving these resources of wetland, several projects (public or private) have already been introduced in the southwest region of Bangladesh with the financial aid of IFI the water resource, fisheries, forest and agriculture. 'Bangladesh Water Development Board (BWDB)' supervised a vast number of projects through the participation of community people-as for example, Khalashis (operator) were frequently employed for operation of sluice gates. Over the year they have become an institution and have played a crucial role in the day-today water management through the operation of the various water control structures (regulators, sluices etc.).
Coastal Embankment Project (CEP)
To take advantage of the 'Green Revolution' inspired by the development of High Yielding
Varieties (  Comments-With the coastal embankments natural and free flows of river water were hampered severely and the silt carried by the tides deposited on the riverbed and caused water logging, Salinity intrusion, river siltation, industrial shrimp cultivation.
Khulna Jessore Drainage Rehabilitation Project
This project aimed to resolve the water logging issue. Finally, the BWDB in 1995-96 came up with the US dollar 62m million Asian Development Bank (Khan et al., 2015)  Comments-as work on Gorai Restoration has remained suspended after the experimental dredging during two seasons, the large amounts spent on the project have become totally unproductive. with the concepts of soil less agriculture. UTTARAN a local NGO of Satkhira District had been working with the direct interactions of the local people of Debhata Union of Kaliganj thana of Satkhira district while the poor people were being torturing by the influential or armed elite group of the society who were intended to cultivate or were attempted to take the possession.
NGOs Initiatives

People's Initiatives
Local people of the southwest Bangladesh reacted several times against the wrong decided projects launched by different IFI as well as government projects. When the Coastal Embankment Project (CEP) was launched, peasant leaders warned against its possible adverse consequences. Day by day, it was becoming severe and the local people, the peasants' organizations and local political leaders joined forces to form the 'Beel Dakatia Sangram Committee'. In 1990, the Sangram Committee called a mass meeting to be held on August 17.
The local administration imposed section 144 in and around the meeting venue. Bangladesh Water Development Board (BWDB) approached to provide a viable solution to the water-logging, failing which the people would breach the embankment. Later, the period was extended, but finally, the people breached the embankment of Polder 25 at four places on September 18, 1990.
PROBLEMS IN RELATION TO WETLAND MANAGEMENT
Land use Conflicts
There are about 2180000 landless in the Bangladesh. It is common and major problem in our country with limited land property and unequal distribution of land to the people. A balance of interdependence of land, water and people is essential to achieve an integrated development. The poor and landless coastal people have, for generations, tried to settle on newly accreted lands and chars.
Social as Well as Political Conflicts
The expansion of shrimp cultivation has generated social conflicts in many areas. For this, social conflicts and political movement and hazards face frequently. For this, the sustainable wetland management is not possible.
Development Activities
Coastal Dam, Regulators, settlements, roads and bridge, industrial shrimp cultivation, small-scale as well as large-scale cottage industries based on the raw materials from the wetlands are essential for the excess population is the real obstacle to manage the wetland.
Salinity Intrusion
Due to the unique geographical characteristics, the southwest coastal region encompasses saline water and several Beels, river and other estuaries. Though the saline water is protected by the polder, in dry season the ground saline water comes to the upper land area with the help of capillary action of the salt water and hampers the agriculture.
Institutional and Policy Conflicts
In the country, it is more common and severely hampers the management. Inter institutional coordination and policy of different agencies become frequently contradictory in the management of wetlands.
BEEL DAKATIA AS WETLAND
Existing Situation and the Brief History of Beel Dakatia
The area where Beel Dakatia is situated is the part of the deltaic Bengal plains. Beel Dakatia is the beel of 60 sq. mile area now are fully water logged. In 1960s, Coastal Embankments Project launched through construction of 37 polders and 282 sluices and the water were becoming trapped into the polder. Water logged Beel Dakatia is the product of these project. Government moved, though slowly, to mitigate the sufferings of the people who were submerged. In 1984, GOB requested ADB to investigate the possibility of investment in the rehabilitation of 400,000 ha of land originally enclosed by coastal embankments in Khulna region (Rahman, 1995) . Recently, there are large numbers of shrimp ghers have been constructed in Beel Dakatia. The logged or trapped water has been sucked by shallow pump for rice production and the scarcity of water for irrigation purposes has already found. Shailmari and Shalta rivers are going to be silted up due to the scarce flows of rivers water.
Reasons behind Mismanagement
In the Beel Dakatia area, main drawbacks for the management are briefly noted below: 
POLICY OPTIONS FOR SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT
Policy Options for Managing the Beel
The wetland management strategies need to be directed at enriching wetland habitats with the component biological resources and also addressing the needs of the resident human population (wetlands of Bangladesh, BCAS, page-66). The goal of conservation should not be to stop wetland development but ensure that it is done in a way which minimizes the environmental costs.
The possible policy or strategy options are briefly listed below: 
Legislative Options
To begin with, the existing rules and regulations should be strictly enforced. Different agencies are executing wetland with sectoral laws or multiple legal statuses. It becomes clear that from the study that a number of laws need to be identified and examined to conceptualize the prevailing regulatory regime on 
CONCLUSION
Several projects have been launched and different agencies and the individuals have conducted various research works but due to the lack of proper management policies the beneficiaries are exploiting the resources of wetland which is threatening the concept of sustainable development.
In the southwest zone of Bangladesh wetland management practices are based on the sectoral approach that lead lack of co-ordination among the projects. The policy options above guided for the management have 
